
TO:  

Steering commitee, staff and members of the Eurasian Harm Reduction Association (EHRA) 

Donor organizations and Technical Partners working in CEECA region 

 

Date: 09.11.2017 

 

In the light of recent collapse of the Eurasian Harm Reduction Network (EHRN) caused by actions 

of the new tandem of EHRN’s owners which led to withdrawal of almost all donors funding from 

the organization and cessation of all EHRN’s program activities we, the undersigned 

representatives of the professional community working in the field of HIV and TB prevention and 

control, as well as in advocacy for humane drug policy all over the globe, would like to support 

and welcome the establishment by the former EHRN Steering Committee members and its core 

management staff of the Eurasian Harm Reduction Association (EHRA).   

We appreciate EHRN’s long history of being for almost 20 years a true community-led civil society 

network and a leading force promoting evidence-based health policy and practice and defending 

the human rights of people who use drugs in the Central and Eastern European and Central Asian 

(CEECA) region and beyond. Unfortunately, though the legal form of the organization which 

allowed individuals to own the organization and interfere with ongoing activities ignoring the 

opinion of the democratically elected Steering Committee and the members it represented – 

proved to be to leave the network vulnerable and unsustainable. That is why we welcome that the 

newly established Eurasian Harm Reduction Association has a democratic legal form with the 

general assembly of its members as main decision-making body. 

We acknowledge that the Eurasian Harm Reduction Association, its management and members 

are the true inheritors of the EHRN legacy including its advocacy capacity and partnership with 

harm reduction activists and organizations from CEECA and beyond. We wish success to the 

EHRA in continuing to promote the humane, evidence-based harm reduction approaches to drug 

use in CEECA region, with the aim of improving health and protecting human rights at the 

individual, community, and societal levels. 

We also call the donor organizations and Technical Partners working in CEECA region to support 

this new organization and give it a start in life as now there is more than ever a need for having a 

strong partner in the region advocating for access to the essential medical and social services for 

PUDs and safeguarding their interests and rights.  

Sincerely yours,  

 

Dr. Rick Lines 
 
Executive Director 
 
Harm Reduction International 

Judy Chang 

Executive Director 

International Network of People who use 
Drugs 



Wame Mosime 
 
Director of Global Programs and Advocacy 
 
International Treatment Preparedness 
Coalition (ITPC) 
 

Laurel Sprague, Ph.D.  

Executive Director  

The Global Network of People Living with HIV 
(GNP+) 

Ann Fordham 
 
Executive Director 
 
International Drug Policy Consortium 

Shaun Mellors  
 
Director: Knowledge & Influence 
 
International HIV/AIDS Alliance 

Ruth Morgan Thomas 
 
Global Coordinator 
 
Global Network of Sex Work Projects (NSWP) 

Murtaza Majeed 
 
International Coordinator 
 
Youth RISE 

Edwin J Bernard 
 
Global Co-ordinator 
 
HIV Justice Network 

Vitaly Djuma 
 
Executive Director 
 
Eurasian Coalition on Male Health (ECOM) 

Masha Tvaradze 
 
Program coordinator  
Eurasian Network of People who Use Drugs 

Zeeshan Ayyaz 
 
Coordinator   

Middle East and North Africa Network of/for 
People who use Drugs (MENANPUD) 

Nikos Dedes 
 
Chair of the Board 
 
European AIDS Treatment Group 

Svitlana Moroz 

Head of the Board 

Eurasian Women's Network on AIDS 

Staša Plećaš 
 
Executive Director 
 
Sex Workers' Rights Advocacy Network in 
CEECA 

Fabrice Olivet 
 
Chair  
 
European Network of People who Use Drugs 
(EuroNPUD) 

Maria Grishina 

Director 

Eurasian Union of Adolescents and Youth 
“Teenergizer” 

Andriy Klepikov 

Executive director 

Alliance for Public Health (Ukraine) 

 

 



Elena Antonova 

Executive director 

Estonian Association of People who Use 
Psychotropic Substances „LUNEST“ 

David Otiashvili 
 
Executive Director 
 
Addiction Research Centre - Alternative 
Georgia 

Dave Burrows, Lou McCallum, Danielle 
Parsons  
 
Directors 
 
APMG Health 

Richard Elliott 
 
 
Executive Director  
 
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network 

Nurali Amanzholov 
 
Executive Director 
 
Association of Legal Entities "Kazakhstan 
Union of People Living with HIV" 

Irina Statkevich 
 
Executive Director  
 
BPA "Positive 
movement", Belarus 

Ala Iatco 
 
Chair person 
 
Union for HIV prevention and Harm Reduction 
(Moldova) 

Jurgita Poskeviciute 
 
Director of Administration 
 
Coalition “I Can Live” (Lithuania) 
 

Svetlana Kulsis 
 
Head  
 
Association of HIV affected woman and their 
families Demetra (Lithuania) 

Gražina Aleksaitienė 
 
Executive Director 
 
Paramos fondas "RIGRA" (Lithuania) 
 

Hristijan Jankuloski  
 
Executive Director  
 
HOPS-Healthy Options Project Skopje 
(Macedonia) 

Jiri Richter 
 
Executive Director 
 
SANANIM z.u. (Czech Republic) 

Zaza Karchkhadze  
 
Head of the Board 
 
Georgian Network of People Who Use Drugs 
(GeNPUD) 

Konstantine Labartkava  
 
Executive Director 
 
CBO "New Vector" (Georgia) 
 

Stela Bivol 
 
Director 
 
Center for Health Policies and Studies (PAS 
Center), Moldova 

Aibar Sultangaziev  
 
Director 
 
Association of harm reduction programs 
"Partnership network" (Kyrgyz Republic) 
 
 



Anya Sarang 
 
President 
 
Andrey Rylkov Foundation for Health and 
Social Justice (Russia) 

Tijana Zegura 
 
Program Director 
 
Juventas (Montenegro) 

Peter Sarosi 
 
Executive Director 
 
Rights Reporter Foundation (Hungary) 

Yuliya Georgieva 
 
Chair 
 
Center for Humane Policy (Bulgaria) 

Iveta Chovancová 
 
Executive director 
 
ODYSEUS (Slovakia) 

Janko Belin 
  
President 
 
NGO društvo AREAL (Slovenia) 

Sergey Biryukow 
 
Director  
 
NGO "AGEP'C" (Kazakhstan) 

Liudmila Untura  
 
Chairman  
 
NGO "CREDINTA",  
Member of League PLWHA Moldova 
Focal point ECUO Moldova 

Zaza Karchkhadze  
 
Coordinator 
 
Community based NGO «Rubicon» (Georgia) 

Marina Chokheli  
 
Open Society Georgia Foundation 

Andrey Chernyshov 
 
Assistant Director 
 
Public association "Supporting people living 
with HIV" Kuat" (Kazakhstan) 
 

Ekaterine Gardapkhadze 
 
Executive Director 
 
Aceso International Organization for Women 
(Georgia) 

Olga Toropova 
 
Executive Director 
 
Krasnoturyinsk City Public Charitable 
Organization “DOM” (Russia) 

Natalya Zholnerova 
 
Executive Director 
 
NGO Amelia (Kazakhstan)  

Sergey Bessonov 
 
Executive Director 
 
Association “Harm reduction network” 
(Kirgizstan) 

Sagyngali Yelkeyev 
 
President  
 
Qazaq association "Equal to Equal" 
(Kazakhstan) 
 
 

 



Wojciech J. Tomczyński 
 
Chairman 
 
Polish Network of PLWH "SIEĆ PLUS" 

Sudaba Shiraliyeva  
 
Director   
 
Center Women and Modern World 
(Azerbaidjan) 
 
NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 
Economic and Social Council of the United 
Nations 

Benjamin Phillips 
 
Special Projects Coordinator 
 
Harm Reduction Coalition (USA) 

Natalya Rudokvas 
 
Executive Director 
 
Public Foundation "Answer" (Kazakhstan)  

Denis Kamaldinov  
 
Chairman of board 
 
NGO "Humanitarian project" (Novosibirsk, 
Russia)  

Jekaterina Smirnova 
 
Director 
 
Estonian LGBT Network “VEK LGBT” 
 

Marco Perduca 
 
Board Member 
 
Associazione Luca Coscioni (Italy) 

Robert Hejzák 
 
President 
 
Czech AIDS Help Society  

Isabell Eibl  
 
General Manager 
 
Aids Hilfe Wien (Osterreich) 

Zeeshan Ayyaz 
 
Executive Director 
 
Amitiel Welfare Society (Pakistan)  

Danil S. Nikitin 
 
Chairperson 
 
Global Research Institute (GLORI) 
Foundation (Kyrgyzstan) 

Svetlana Doltu 
 
Director Public Health Program 
 
NGO AFI (Act For Involvement), Republic of 
Moldova 

Anton Basenko 
 
Chair of the Board  
 
Ukrainian Network of People who Use Drugs 
(UkrPUD) 

Pavel Kutsev 
 
Chair of the Board 
 
All-Ukrainian Charitable Foundation „Drop in 
Center“  

Olena Voskresenska 
 
Executive Director 
 
ICF “AIDS Foundation East-West” (AFEW-
Ukraine) 

Mamikon Hovsepyan 
 
Executive Director 
 
Public Information and Need of Knowledge 
NGO (PINK Armenia) 
 



Anna Lyubenova 
 
Secretary 
 
Initiative for Health Foundation (Bulgaria) 

Aurélien Beaucamp 
 
Nataional President 
 
AIDES (France) 

Denis Dedajić 
 
President  
 
Association Margina (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina) 

Nicoleta Dascalu  
 
Project Manager 
 
Romanian Association Against AIDS (ARAS) 

Iva Jovovic 
 
Executive Director 
 
Life Quality Improvement Organization 
FLIGHT (Croatia) 

Daan van der Gouwe 
 
John-Peter Kools 
 
Netherlands Institute of Mental Health and 
Addiction “Trimbos Instituut” 

Konstantin Ishov  
 
Content Manager 
 
Estonian Consortium of Communities 

Latsin Alijev  
 
Chairman of the Board 
 
Estonian Network of PLWH 

Filomena Frazão de Aguiar 
 
President 
 
FUNDAÇÃO PORTUGUESA "A 
COMUNIDADE CONTRA A SIDA" (Portugal) 

Tetyana Semikop  
 
Chairman of the Board 
 
Public Organization “Public movement” Faith, 
Hope, Love” (Ukraine) 

Elena Zaytseva  
 
Program Director  
 
Open Health Institute (Russia) 

Vera Antonova 
 
Chair of the Board 
 
Sukholozhsky City Public Organization 
"UMKA" (Russia) 

Umid Shukurov 
 
Executive Director 
 
Public Association Country patient advice 
(Kirgizstan) 

Evgeniya Kuvshynova 
 
Executive Director 
 
All-Ukrainian Charitable Organization 
"CONVICTUS UKRAINE" 

Tanja Dimitrijevic 
 
Member of the Main Board 
 
Association of Citizens SUN PLHIV (Serbia) 

Yury Sarankov, Chairmen of the Board 
 
Dzmitry Filippau, CEO 
 
menZDRAV Foundation (Russia and Ukraine) 

Sem Tadevosyan 
 
Co-president 
 
NGO "Real World, Real People” (Armenia) 

Zulfiyya Mustafayeva 
 
Chair 
NGO Legal Development and Democracy 
(Azerbaijan) 



Asya Stoyanova 
 
Director 
 
Panacea foundation (Bulgaria) 

Igor Medvid  
 
Coordinator  
 
HPLGBT (Ukraine) 

Yulia Godunova 
 
Director 
 
EVA Association (Russia) 

Denys Korshunov  
 
Chair of the Board  
 
Charitable fund «Second Life» (Ukraine) 

Maria Jacovleva 
 
Director  
 
Charitable Foundation "Candle" (Russia) 

Sergey Gartsev 
 
Chairman of the Board 
 
Republican Social Public Association "Your 
Chance" (Belarus) 

Elena Gribova  
 
Chair of the Board 
 
Public organization “Youth center of 
development” (Ukraine) 

Evgeny Pisemsky  
 
Head of the Board 
 
NGO "Phoenix PLUS” (Russia) 

Aidana Fedosik 
 
NGO “New life” (Orenburg, Russia) 

Wim Vandevelde  
 
South Africa 

Shona Schonning 
 
Vietnam 

Julia Shaw 
 
Vietnam 

Tracy Rosy 
 
UK 

Oksana Dobroskok 
 
HIV Expert, Ukraine 

Sharonann Lynch 
 
HIV & TB Policy Advisor, MSF (USA) 

Dmitry Donchuk 
 
Belgium 

Julia Kogan 
 
Ukraine 

Pavlo Skala 
 
Human rights activist, expert on drug policy, 
Ukraine 

Ivan Sadihov 
 
Russia 

Zoir Razzakov 
 
Tajikistan 

Egidijus Ratkevičius 
 
Lithuania 

Aliona Krasikava 
 
Belarus 

Artur Ovsepyan 
 
Ukraine 

 

 



        

             

            

       
 

           

     

              

       

     

      

       

           


